Unifying the church in worship

A small group involved in our children
and youth work met together under the leadership of Rev Ian Daniels
to discuss the future of this part of our church life. It was felt that
despite being successful, it was time for a change of focus and
integration was possibly the way forward.
After prayerful thinking and positive discussions other people joined
in and shared their ideas. The vision was then shared with the PCC
and the members were kept updated on progress being made at
subsequent meetings. The team continued to meet regularly and the
initial ideas grew into positive actions and the decision was made
by the PCC to make the changes described in this leaflet a reality.

Know Jesus, Show His Love, Make Him Known

The Background
Our current structure of having a Come Together service for families
has been in place for about 16 years. It has been very successful in
reaching families looking for a church service that was aimed at young
children but kept the adults involved. It started at a time when the main
church service was very formal and did not provide an environment
where parents and their young children could feel immediately at home.
Over time we expanded the provision to include Get Together to enable
families to move on in their journey of faith. We often lose families
from both Come Together and Get Together for a variety of reasons.
Equally, although we have seen many families through Come Together
over the years, few of them have transitioned into the wider church
community.
We need to celebrate that we have come a long way as a church since
this current structure was birthed. Our improved welcome and child
friendly facilities within church make families feel comfotable being
there. As a church we have grown younger. Children who have been
through both Come Together and Get together now make up a large
proportion of our youth today.
The idea to consider restructuring the current 10:30 service came from
several members of the congregation back in March 2017. As the
building work neared completion and excellent new facilities became
available the time was right to seek God’s guidance for our future. The
vision behind the proposal was one of building unity as a church and
ensuring continuity and consistency as families, children, youth and
adults transition through the church, allowing them to grow in faith as
they learn in age appropriate ways.

My personal thanks to everyone who
helped throughout this process. I
truly believe this is God’s will for us
and He will bless us richly for
following him faithfully.
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Summary of the changes
●
●
Making our start time simple and consistent whatever week it is.
●
After spending the first part of the service together, we’ll head to
age appropriate learning opportunities to study the theme or
passage. There will be groups for:
○ Age 0-5 in the Lantern room with parents and carers
○ Age 5-7 (KS1) and 7-11 (KS2) in the church hall
○ Age 11-14 (KS3) and 14-18 (KS4+) in the vicarage
Transition between the groups will be easy and tie in with the school
year.
●
All the streams will have the opportunity to join back together in
the main church building either at the peace for the youngest
groups or slightly later for the youth streams.

●
All the streams including the adult stream will take part in shaping
the portions of the service where we are together. We will all learn
more about each other.
●
We will continue with the first Sunday of every month being an
all-age friendly service with parade services at least six times per
year. The streamed programme will generally run all other Sundays.
●
The streams will all run with core teams supplemented by occasional
helpers. If you want to give it a try or just see what goes on anyone
can have a go. We will cycle core teams annually so no-one feels
stuck in a job they can’t give up.

A Typical Sunday Programme
Adults

Children

Youth

All together for worship and introduction to the theme
Split into streams
Worship

Activities

Icebreakers

Readings

Teaching

Activity

Sermon

Worship

Bibly study

Prayers

Prayer

Discussion

Opportunity to join back together

Dig deeper

Eucharistic Preparation

Prayer

All join together to receive communion
Share learning together
Praise God together
Service finishes with the Blessing
Share fellowship together (coffee & biscuits!!!)

Please do take the opportunity to speak to any of the team
with your questions - we’d all love to have the opportunity to
share more with you about these exciting changes.

Ali, Katherine, Ann, Ian, Julie D, Colin, Andrew, Nigel,
Jennifer, Melissa, Julie C, Jenny, Matt

